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OCR GCSE (9-1) Maths

The qualification specification 
and content



OCR GCSE (9-1) Mathematics
• A syllabus developed by teachers specifically for teachers, laying out the required content clearly in 

terms of both topic area and difficulty, facilitating progression through the content.
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http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths
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OCR GCSE (9-1) Mathematics
• In the OCR Specification, the first column of content is the ‘Initial learning’ column.

• Much ‘Initial learning’ also appears at KS3.
• ‘Initial learning’ content should be accessible to all, including lower ability, GCSE candidates.

• Some topics only include content in the ‘Initial learning’ column.
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OCR GCSE (9-1) Mathematics
• The second column in the OCR Specification is the ‘Foundation tier additional’ column.

• To reach grades 4 and 5 on the Foundation tier, students should be familiar with ‘Foundation tier 
additional’ content.

• Some ‘Foundation tier additional’ topics build up from content in the ‘Initial Learning’ column.
• Some topics get introduced at ‘Foundation tier additional’.
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OCR GCSE (9-1) Mathematics
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths 

@OCR_Maths
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• The third column in the OCR Specification is the ‘Higher tier additional’ column.
• To reach grades 7, 8 and 9, students should be familiar with ‘Higher tier additional’ content.

• Some ‘Higher tier additional’ topics build on content in the ‘Initial Learning’ and/or ‘Foundation tier 
additional’ columns.

• Some topics get introduced at ‘Higher tier additional’.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths
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Content & Assessment Objective weightings
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Content differences between OCR and other boards
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths 

@OCR_Maths

• Venn diagrams

OCR J560 will not include Venn 
diagram notation, e.g. ∩, U.

Questions will be asked using 
words.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths


Content differences between OCR and other boards
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths 

@OCR_Maths

• Stem and leaf diagrams

• Frequency polygons

OCR J560 does not require 
students to know about stem and 
leaf diagrams.

OCR J560 does not require 
students to know about frequency 
polygons.
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Content differences between OCR and other boards
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths 

@OCR_Maths

• The Petersen capture–recapture method

OCR J560 does not require students 
to know about the Petersen 
capture–recapture method.
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Content differences between OCR and other boards
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths 

@OCR_Maths

• Function notation

OCR J560 will not include 
function notation, e.g. f(x), gf(x).

Questions will use forms such as 
function machines.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths


Content differences between OCR and other boards
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths 

@OCR_Maths

• Iteration

OCR J560 considers iteration at 
GCSE to be using systematic 
sign-change methods to find 
approximate solutions to 
equations. 

Questions will not be set 
requiring iteration formulae.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths


Content differences between OCR and other boards
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths 

@OCR_Maths

• Trigonometry

OCR J560 does not require 
students to know about the 
ambiguous case when using the 
sine rule.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths


Sign up to our next short webinar…
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths 

@OCR_Maths

GCSE (9-1) Maths – Support & resources

Wednesday 11 December

16:00-16:30

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gcse-9-1-maths-content-and-specification-overview-tickets-1061935651119


Next steps

1

2

3

Download the specification & resources
ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths / Teach Cambridge

Book onto CPD Training
ocr.org.uk/gcsemathscpd
Sign up to teach
ocr.org.uk/teachwithocr

4
Keep in touch
maths@ocr.org.uk / @OCR_Maths / 01223 553 998 5

Get the latest information & updates about new support 
ocr.org.uk/updates / @OCR_Maths

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/mathematics-j560-from-2015
https://teachcambridge.org/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/?type=GCSE&subject=Mathematics
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/expression-of-interest
mailto:maths@ocr.org.uk
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates
https://twitter.com/ocr_maths


Any questions?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25

